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Presenter background

• James Pilbrow

• BA (Hons) in Sociology

• MA in Social Policy

• Working in a research centre at an NGO called the Brotherhood of St 
Laurence; my work has focused on social justice, welfare and the 
translation of ideas from academia and policy into effective practice

• My writing and opinions about writing are informed by my work as a 
researcher working with policy for policy makers – so I tend to favour 
simple and concise written communication. Others may give very 
valid opinions that are different to mine.



Introduction

• This presentation outlines some of the common problems I have seen 
in not all but many of the articles from UIN writers I have read.



Discussion points

1. Article structure

2. Argument structure

1. Tenses (past/present/future etc)

2. Word choice



1. Article structure (1)

• An effective article needs to have a clear thread of argument running 
the whole way through it, from the title through to the conclusion.



1. Article structure (2)

• The abstract must give a very concise overview of all of the most 
important aspects of the aims, findings and relevance/value of the 
article.

• The introduction needs to elaborate on the aims of the article, 
identify the context in which the article is being written (for example, 
social or culture settings relevant to the article) and give a brief 
overview of the article’s structure. If relevant it can be 

• The conclusion should reiterate the article’s key findings and identify 
how/why/where future research on the same subject could be 
explored.



Question: how have you been taught to 
structure your articles?



2. Argument structure

• You’re probably familiar with the TEEL paragraph structure:
• Topic sentence – subject; the main idea of the paragraph

• Explain – articulate the idea

• Evidence/example – give at least one example

• Link – link to the topic sentence, or to the next paragraph, or back to an 
aspect of the article’s main aims

• This is useful for discussion, and for background/literature review 
paragraphs if the article has them.



Question: how well does this paragraph 
follow the TEEL structure?



Argument structure (2)

• Individual sentences need to clearly relate to what comes before and 
after them.



Question: is the first sentence below clear to 
you? Could it be clearer?



3. Tenses

• Fundamentally, tenses need to be consistent with the context in 
which they are being used,

• Tenses will often vary within a sentence or a single idea, for example, 
‘this researched examined (past) x and will argue (future) in favour of 
its relevance to y’

• In an analyses there are often multiple correct answers, for example, 



In an analyses there are often multiple correct answers, for example, 
‘analyzed’ (past tense) is correct, but, the author could also say ‘analyzes’ (present 
tense) to convey what the reader will read about in the article. 



Question: what do you find most difficult 
about tenses when writing in English?



4. Word choice

• Avoid colloquialisms in what you are saying, unless they are relevant 
to your argument

• Check definitions of words if you are unsure about the meaning, and 
check the synonyms for that word



Question: how do you choose words when 
you are unsure of the best word to use?




